CTAHOBMLUE

Ot mou. a-p ladpuHa fiHoposa KocTaauHosa,
tOrosananeH yHusepcurer ,Heodur Punckm®,
Hay4YHO HanpasaeHue
2.1 ®unonorus, OBWO 1 CPABHUTENHO E3UKO3HaHME (AHrAKUCKK e3umK),
3@ NpuCwLXKAaHe Ha obpasosaTesiHaTta U HayyHa cTeneH »LOoKTOp”
no NpodpecnoHanHo Hanpasnexue 2.1 ®unonorus,
Hay4Ha cneunanHocT [epmaHCcKu e3uum (aHrUNCKK e3unk)
C KaHampaat bapaa Xawwum Mawm,
NpeAcTaBuNa ANCEPTALMOHEH TPy Ha Tema
»Integrating Applied Linguistics Approaches and Modern Competences in the ESP
Courses for Students of Agricultural Sciences and Arts“
(,MHTerpupaHe Ha MoAenM OT NPUNOIKHATA NMHIBUCTMKE U CbBPEMEHHM YMEHMA
B MpOrpamara Ha cneunanusnmpaHn Kypcose 3a CTyaeHTU B 06/1acTTa Ha
CE/ICKOCTONAHCKKTE HayKKM U U3KycTBaTa”)

CTaHOBHILIETO € U3rOTBEHO HA OCHOBAHME 3anosen N 3-PK-56 ot 24.11.2021
r. Ha Pexropa na HoB Gbirapcku ynuBepcurer npo¢. ITnamen [loiinos, 1.H. U Ha
PCILICHHE OT 3ace]aHHe Ha HAYYHOTO XKYypPH.

JlMcepTaMoORHUAT TPy I, MaTepHaIuTe, npejacraBeny ot bapaa Mammy,
YHacTHATa H B MEXKYHAPOAHH HAYYHH KOH(EepeHIHH 1 GOpyMH, CEMUHApHTE,
paborara B yuuiuma u yHuBepcurera ,,Xamku 3exka“ B Kocoso, kbaeTo T4
npernoaasa o0l aHTJIMHACKY U aHTIIHICKH 34 cnenuduany nenu (ESP), couart
KbM eIUH (POKYCHPaH HAYYHO-IIPHIOKEH HUHTEPEC U NPOGECHOHATHO
npodunMpane B 061acTTa Ha NperoaBate Ha AHTIHICKH 34 CHEUUPUIHH 1eNIH
(ESP). Tpsi6Ba na orbenesxa, ye uma pasMHHaBaHe B Oposi HA CTATHHTE, TPATEHH
Ha YJICHOBETE Ha HAYYHOTO XKYPH (Y€TUPHU CTATUH, IBE OT KOUTO B CBhaBTOPCTBO)
u U30poeHuTe cTaTHH B aBTopedepata (1ect CTaTHH), NyOJIIUKYBaHHU B
MEXIYHApPOIHY HAYYHH U3JAHUS.

1. 3HauMmocT Ha u3cnegsaHua npobnem B Hay4yHO M Hay4YHO-NPUNOXKHO
OTHOLLUEeHue

Temara Ha naucepraumonnus TpyR . Humezpupane na moderu om
NPUNOXCHAMA  TUH2EUCMUKA U  CHBPEMEHHU VYMEHUs @ npozpamama Ha
CReYuamusupanu Kypcoee 3a cmyodenmu 6 obaacmma Ha cenckoCmonanckume
HAyKu u usKycmeama'* Ipeionpeieliss MHOrOIJIaCTOBATA aKTyallHOCT Ha TpyJa
TIPEIMU3BUKATEICTBOTO, KOETO aBTOpKaTa cama CH mocrtassi. Temara 3a ESP e
aKTyaqHa B riobaneH Mamab, MocTaBsSHETO I B paMKaTta Ha INpUIIOXKHATa



JIMHTBUCTHKA M yMEHHsTa, HEOOXOAWMH Ha ChBPEMEHHHTE XOpa B HayKara,
Ou3Heca, M3KyCTBOTO, HHIYCTPHSTA JEMOHCTPHPAT 3HAYHMOCTTAa M HaydHaTa
000CHOBaHOCT Ha pa3ryIexaaHus mpobieM, a JoKaau3upaseTo it B KocoBo mpasu
Tpyla yHHKalleH W 3Ha4uM kakTo 3a KocoBo u Bankanute, Taka ¥ B IIMpOK
HAay4HO-IIPUJIOXKEH TIIaH.

2. O60CHOBAHOCT Ha Lie/ITe U 3afa4nTe B 4UCEPTaLMOHHUA TPYA,

B mepBa rinasa [amu noapo6Ho, 06eKTHBHO U MPO(YECHOHATHO MPEICTaBs U
aHaJM3Mpa e3WKOoBaTa OOCTAaHOBKA M IIPEroAaBaHETO HA AHIVIMHCKH €3UK B
CpeAHMTE U BUCIIK yyuiuiia B KocoBo, a OCHOBHAaTa MPUYHHA 33 U3CJIEBAHETO
€ [Ia Ce aHalu3Upa HACTOsLIATa CUTyallUsl C KypCOBeTe [0 aHTTIMHCKH €3UK CPejl
CTyAeHTH B OakalaBbpcka creneH Ha oOydeHue BbB PakyiTeTa 10 U3KYCTBa U
Cenckocronanckus (akyaTeT B yHUBepcHTeTa ,, Xamku 3eka™ B Kocoso.

OcHoBHaTa mocoka Ha M3C/IEBAHETO €: JIa Ce aHAIM3HPa CUTYalUsITa Ha
KypcoBere mo ESP u na ce paspabortu mnporpama, xoaro e Objae Moje3Ha
€HOBPEMEHHO H 3a CTYJICHTH U 3a IIPerojaBaTely 3a OChIIECTBIBAHE HA LIeTUTE
Ha o0yuyeHnuero o ESP (ctp. 26).

/BeTe 3aa4M, KOUTO NOKTOPAHTKATa € 3aJ0KH/Ia B M3CIeIBAHETO, ca: 1a
HACHTU(hUIMPA HyKIUTe HA CTyAEHTHTE W e3WKOBHTE MM I0O3HAHUS TIpeIH Ja
3aroYHaT 00y4YeHHETO CH 10 aHIVIMHCKHU e3UK H J1a aHAIU3HMpPa ChbPKAHUETO Ha
Kypca i HErOBOTO NPOBEXk/1aHe. ABTOPKaTa CYUTa, Ye IOATOTBUTEIHH IIPOrPaMHK
N0 aHIVIMHCKKM e3MK B OakanaBbpcKaTa CTeleH Ha obydyeHHe ce OJakea Ja
NOJ00PST yMEHHUsTA O OO aHIIMHCKH e3UK, npeau oGyuenuero mo ESP (ctp.
26).

3a /1a IOCTHIHE LEIMTEe M 3aJa4yHTe CH, JOKTOPAHTKATa MOCTaBsA TPH ACHU
BBIIpOCA:

1. What is the ESP current situation at the undergraduate studies?
2. Do the General English knowledge students have undergone while
studying in pre-university meet the criteria of an ESP program?
3. To what extent does providing an ESP course to first year BA students
help them function effectively in their target situation?
W ThpcH OTroBOp KaTo cMeso M3Ka3Ba TPU XUIIOTE3M, KOMTO ca B pe3y/TaTr Ha
HeHHMS MpodecHoHaeH OIUT:
1. The ESP course offered at the undergraduate studies needs development in
terms of structure and organization.
2. Although students have attended English classes since the third grade, their
English skills do not meet the ESP requirements.
3. Attending an ESP course in the first year of BA studies is believed to be of value
Jor students with intermediate level of English language. It may help them perform
better while taking part in specialized language environments. (ctp. 28).



3. CvoTBeTCcTBUE MeXAY M36paHaTa METOA0NOIMA M METOAMKA Ha U3CNeaBaHe
M NocTaBeHaTa uen v 3afaum Ha AUCepPTaLMOHHUA TPYA,

I'maBa 3 oT nucepTanMOHHMS TPyA MOAPOOHO OMKMCBA METONOJIOTHATA HA
M3CICBAHETO, INIAHUPAHETO My, pa3paboTBaHe Ha BBIIPOCHUIIMTE, BPEMETO Ha
NpOBEXIaHe Ha aHKETUTE M T.H. (cTp. 62 - 83). IIpe3 TeopusiTa M3caeBaHETO €
HaCcO4Y€HO KbM NPAKTUKATa, IPHIIOKEHHU Ca KOJIHYECTBEHH U KAYECTBEHH METOIH
Ha W3CJICABaHE — pasjM4YHUTE BBIIPOCHUIM ca ONHUCaHH, 00pabGoTeHH W
aHAIIM3UPaHK B paMKUTE Ha MPOBeXaaluTe ce Kypcose 1o ESP B yuusepcutera
»Xamlku 3eka” B Kocoso.

H3bpanata MeTOHOJIOTHsS HANBIHO CHOTBETCTBA HA IIOCTABEHHTE LEIH U
AIOKTOPAHTKaTa yCIELIHO U3ITbIIHABA 3aJaukTe, 3aJI0KEHH B TPY/IA.

4. Hay4Hu 1 HAY4YHO-NPUNIOXKHU NPUHOCKU HA AUCEPTALMOHHMA TPYA (onucaHue
¥ OLLEHKA), BK/IIOUYMTENIHO Ha/IuMe HAa OPUrMHaNeH NPUHOC B HayKaTa

JlUCepTaMOHHUAT TPYA € OpHIHHAIEH ChC CBOS MYJITHAMCLMILIHHADEH
MOAXOA KbM TeMara B riiodalieH u JoKajleH Mamab. Toil nMa HAKOIKO HaydHO-
IPUJIOKHH [IPUHOCA B PA3JIMYHKM HACOKH: 1) Mperien Ha rosBaTa U pa3sBUTHETO
Ha ESP B cBetoBen mamia6; 2) onucanue Ha cherosauero Ha ESP B Kocoso; 3)
NPOMHIMPAHE HA CTYNEHTHTE B ONMCAHHS YHHBEPCUTET CIIOPEJ] TEXHHUTE HYXJIH
¥ O4aKBaHMs OT 00y4enueto no ESP; 4) onucanue u ananus ua kypca o ESP B
yHUBEpCcHTeTa ,,Xa/pKu 3eka®; 5) ananu3s Ha kypca no ESP B Tpu erana — npesn,
10 BpeMe U Clle]l Kypca.

M3creBaneTo M pe3ynTaTHTe OT HETO ca HEOOXOIMMH 1 TIPHIIOKHMHU HE CAMO
B KocoBo, or Hero moxe z1a ce 3aumcTBar uaem 3a Beeku kype o ESP B CTpaHH,
KBAETO TaKbB THUII KYPCOBE JIUIICBAT MM Ca HEIOCTATHYHO pa3paboTeHH .

5. NpeueHka Ha ny6ankayumTe No AUCEpPTaLMOHHMA TPYA: 6poii, XapaKTep Ha
M3[aHUATA, B KOMTO ca Ny6ANKYBaHM

Marepuanure, npencraBenn B aBropedepata (6 Ha Gpoii), kouto [arm
npuiara KbM JAUCEPTALIHOHHUS CH TPYJ W y4acTHATA M B OCEM MEXIyHapOHHU
Hay4HH KOH()EPEHIINH, KOUTO ca olkcany B npuioxkenoto CV, ca B 061acTra Ha
TPpyZa ¥ ¥ 3acsirat TeMute: ESP, My NTHIMHIBH3BM, aKaeMAYeH aHITHHCKH e3UK,
aHaln3 Ha HY)XAWTE Ha CTy/AeHTUTe/00ydaeMure, y4eOHU Iporpamu, 6a3supaHu
Ha NMOTPEOHOCTHTE Ha CTy/eHTHTe/00y4yaeMuTe, HHTErPHpaHe Ha MOAXOJIATe Ha
IIPUTIOXKHATA JIMHITBUCTUKA U MOJEPHHTE YMEHUs B y4eOHuUTe nporpamu no ESP,
o0y4enune no ESP upes npoextu u 1p.

PaspaboTkute ¥ ca opurunanHu, Tt KaTo npuiarat o6 npobieMu U
TCOPETHYHH TOCTAHOBKH, CBBP3aHU C IPUIOKHOTO €3UMKO3HAHHUE, IPero/iaBaHe
Ha aHIMACKA e3uk u Ha ESP B cpemnmte w Bucmm yummuma B Kocoso.
ABTOpKaTa apryMeHTHPAaHO W OOEKTHBHO ONHCBA CHTYALHUATA B CTpaHaTa u
00pa3oBaTeNHUTe MHCTUTYLMH, KAaKTO M HArJlacATe M OYaKBaHMSTA Ha



CTy/I€HTHUTE I10 OTHOILIEHHE Ha 00Y4YEHHUEeTO UM I10 aHIIHICKH e3uK U ESP, koeto
CBC CHTYPHOCT € HOB M JONBJIHHUTENEH IOIJe] U NMPHHOC KBM IPHIOKHOTO
€3UKO3HaHue U npenojasaHeTo Ha ESP.

6. LinTupaHe ot apyrv aBTOpPK, OT3UBM B HAYYHUA NeYaT 1 ap.

Mooxe 6u oT ckpomHOCT, HO bapaa ['amm He e BKIIOYHMIA IUTHPAHUS HA CBOK
TPY/JOBE B IIPE/ICTABEHUTE JOKYMEHTH.

7. MHeHuA, npenopbku 1 6enexxku

HuceprauuoORHUAT TPy, MpeACTaBeH OT AOKTOpaHT bapya amm, npurtexasa
BCHYKH Ka4ecTBa Ha OPUIMHATIEH Hay4yeH TpyHd, 1o0pe pa3paboTeH € B paMKUTe
Ha [IpeICTaBeHaTa TeOpeTHYHA PaMKa, ChIbpKa HEOOXOIUMHTE KOJIUYECTBEHH U
Ka4yeCTBEHU HU3clie/BaHus M aHainu3. IloaxoabT KbM TeMara M 3aKIIOUYEHMSITA,
M3BEJICHM CIIe]l aHaJIM3a Ha MIPOYYBAHETO, ca aBTeHTHYHH. [IpuHOCcHTe OT Tpyna
Ca MNpUIOKHMHU B Pa3Id4YHH aCINEKTH Ha TPHIOKHOTO €3MKO3HAaHUE W
npenojaBaHero Ha ESP ne camo B Kocogo.

bux npenopbyana penakTupaHe Ha TEKCTa IPEM HETOBOTO MyOIIHKYBaHE —
Ha MeCTa ce OTKPUBAT HAKOU IPeOHM rpaMaTHYECKH IPELIKH, KOUTO ca OOSICHUMU
U He Mpevar Ha JoOpOTO KayecTBO Ha TPy/Ia.

IIpencraBenusT aBTopedepaT 0TroBapsi ChAbPKATENHO HA AUCEPTALHOHHHUS

TPy

8. 3aKknwuyeHune

C oryen Ha U3JIOKEHHTE 110 TYK (QAKTH, ONMCBAIIM U OTpEe/eNIsllH HaydHaTa
CTOHHOCT, PUHOCHH MOMEHTH M OPUIHHAIHOCT HA JMCEPTALMOHHHS TPy HAa
Bapnxa I"amm, cuntam, ye Toit HABJIHO OTrOBaps HA M3HCKBAHUSATA Ha 3aKOHA 32
Pa3BUTHETO Ha aKaJeMH4YHHs ChCTaB B PemyOnuka Bbiarapus u kato 4ineH Ha
Hay4HOTO XXypH yOeneHO naBaM CBOSITA IIOJOXKHTENHA OLEHKAa Ha Tpyla U
r7lacyBaM IOJIOKHTENHO Jia ce NMPUCHAU 00pa3oBaTelHATa M HAy4Ha CTereH
JOKTOP na Bapnxa Xammm [amm.

20 stayapu 2022 r.




OPINION

By Assoc. Prof. Dafina Yanorova Kostadinova, PhD,
South-West University “Neofit Rilski”,
Professional field
2.1 Philology, General and Comparative Linguistics (English Language),
for awarding the educational and scientific degree “Doctor of Philosophy” in
professional field 2.1 Philology, scientific field of Germanic Languages (English
Language) to PhD student Bardha Hashim Gashi for her PhD Thesis
»Integrating Applied Linguistics Approaches and Modern Competences in the ESP
Courses for Students of Agricultural Science and Arts“

The opinion was compiled pursuant to Ordinance No. 3-PK-56 / 24.11.2021
of the Rector of the New Bulgarian University Prof. Dr. phil. habil. Plamen
Doinov and on a decision of the academic committee.

The PhD thesis, the materials presented by Barda Gashi, her participation in
international scientific conferences and seminars, her work at schools and Hadji
Zeka University in Kosovo, where she teaches General English and English for
Specific Purposes (ESP), point to a focused scientific and applied research
approach and expertise in the field of teaching ESP. I must note that there is some
discrepancy between the number of articles sent to the members of the scientific
panel (four articles, two of which are co-authored) and the articles listed in the
summary of the thesis (six articles) published in international scientific journals.

1. Significance of the study in relation to its scientific and applied
characteristics

The title ,[ntegrating Applied Linguistics Approaches and Modern
competences in the ESP courses for students of Agricultural Science and Arts*
presupposes the multifaceted and topical academic task the author has set. ESP is
a current global issue and putting it within the framework of applied linguistics
and the modern competences needed today in science, business, art, and industry
proves the significance and the scientific basis of the investigated issue. Its
location in Kosovo makes the thesis unique and of great importance not only to
Kosovo and the Balkans, but on a global scale.

2. Rationale of the aims and tasks of the PhD Thesis



In the first chapter, Gashi presents in detail, objectively and professionally the
language environment and English language teaching in secondary and higher
education in Kosovo; her main reason for the study is to analyze the current
situation with English courses among undergraduate students at the Faculty of
Arts and the Faculty of Agriculture at Hadji Zeka University in Kosovo.

The main objective of the research is: to analyze the situation of ESP courses
and to develop a program that will be useful for both students and teachers to
achieve the objectives of ESP training (p. 26).

The two goals that the PhD student sets in the research are: to identify the
needs of students and their language skills before starting their studies in English
and to analyze the content of the course and its implementation. The author
considers that preparatory programs in English in the bachelor’s degree are
expected to improve general English skills before ESP training (p. 26).

To complete the goals Bardha Gashi poses three questions:

1. What is the ESP current situation at the undergraduate studies?
2. Do the General English knowledge students have undergone while
studying in pre-university meet the criteria of an ESP program?
3. To what extent does providing an ESP course to first year BA students
help them function effectively in their target situation?
She tries to provide the answers to them by stating three hypotheses that are the
result of her professional experience:
1. The ESP course offered at the undergraduate studies needs development in
terms of structure and organization.
2. Although students have attended English classes since the third grade, their
English skills do not meet the ESP requirements.
3. Attending an ESP course in the first year of BA studies is believed to be of value
Jfor students with intermediate level of English language. It may help them perform
better while taking part in specialized language environments. (p. 28).

3. Correspondence between the research methodology and the goals and tasks
set in the dissertation thesis

Chapter 3 of the dissertation thesis describes in detail the methodology of the
research, its plan, compiling the questionnaires, the time of conducting the
surveys, etc. (pp. 62 - 83). Through theory, the research is focused on practice,
quantitative and qualitative research methods are applied - the various
questionnaires are described, processed and analyzed in the ongoing ESP courses
at Haxhi Zeka University in Kosovo.

The selected methodology fully corresponds to the goals of the thesis; the
tasks and goals have been successfully completed.



4. Scientific and applied contribution of the PhD Thesis (description and
evaluation) including evidence of original contribution to science

The dissertation thesis is original with its multidisciplinary and multifaceted
approach on a global and local scale. It contains several scientific and applied
contributions in different aspects: 1) review of the emergence and development
of ESP worldwide; 2) a description of the state of ESP in Kosovo; 3) profiling the
students in the university according to their needs and expectations from the ESP
training; 4) description and analysis of the ESP course at Haxhi Zeka University;
5) analysis of the ESP course in three stages - before, during and after the course.

The research and its results are necessary and applicable not only in Kosovo,
they can be used as a source of ideas for ESP courses in countries where such
types of courses are not available or have not been developed yet.

5. Evaluation of the articles based on the dissertation: number and significance
of the publications

Gashi has listed six articles in the summary of the PhD thesis which are
published in prestigious international academic journals; her participation in eight
international scientific conferences stated in the attached CV are in the field of
her work and cover the following topics: ESP, multilingualism, academic English,
analysis of the students’ / learners’ needs, curricula based on the students’ /
learners’ needs, integration of the approaches of applied linguistics and modern
skills in the ESP curricula, ESP training through projects, etc.

Her papers are original since she deals with general problems and theories
related to applied linguistics, English language teaching and ESP in secondary
and higher education in Kosovo. The author describes the situation in the country
and the educational institutions reasonably and objectively, the students’ attitudes
and expectations regarding their training in English and ESP, which sheds light
on new discussions, consideration and contribution to applied linguistics and
teaching ESP.

6. Citation by other authors, reviews in the scientific press, etc.

Most probably due to her author’s modesty, Bardha Gashi has not provided
information concerning references and/or citation of her works.

7. Opinions, recommendations and notes

The dissertation presented by Barda Gashi possesses all the qualities of an
original scientific work, developed within a well-presented theoretical
framework. It has the necessary quantitative and qualitative research and analysis.
The approach and conclusions are authentic. The contributions of the thesis are



applicable to various aspects of the Applied Linguistics and ESP teaching, not
only in Kosovo.

I would recommend editing the text before its publishing - some minor
grammatical errors are detected, but they do not interfere with the good quality of
the work.

The summary of the PhD thesis, provided with all the other documents and
materials, fully corresponds to the text of the thesis.

8. Conclusion

All the facts listed above prove the scientific value, contributions and
originality of the dissertation thesis of Bardha Gashi. It fully meets the
requirements of the Academic Staff Development Act in the Republic of Bulgaria
and as a member of the scientific committee I assess positively the work and 1
vote for awarding the educational and scientific degree “Doctor of Philosophy” in
professional field 2.1 Philology, scientific field of Germanic Languages (English
Language) to PhD student Bardha Hashim Gashi.

20 January 2022 :
Assoc. Prof. Dafina Kostadinova, PhD)
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